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Nicky Philipps' portrait of the Queen in the Chinese drawing room at Buckingham Britain's monarchy is an US senators and tax law professors have accused

palace. Photograph: Royal Mail/Rex Features invocation of a reactionary ~ AAPPle of multi-billion-dollar tax avoidance
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Nicky Philipps concedes that negative comments are part of the deal Post Office workers to Oliver Wainwright visits
when you paint the most painted woman in the world. "You can't please strike for fifth time since Portmouth for a tour of
everyone and there's a bit of ‘it's appalling', ‘it's dreadful' already — but | Easter over closure plans the new Mary Rose
would like to invite those people to come and look at it in the flesh.” 22 May 2013 museum
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animated guide

Queen unveiled on Thursday and commissioned by the Royal Mail. It will disused iron ore mine George Monbiot asks
feature on a first class stamp to mark the 60th anniversary of the Queen's whether the destruction
coronation of the natural world can

be reversed?

Or a small part of it will. While the Queen's head is on the stamp, Philipps’
portrait is full length, showing her wearing Order of the Garter robes at
Buckingham Palace with two corgis and two dorgis snapping at her feet.
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"It's wonderful to be on the stamp and it's an honour but it's also
disappointing when you know it's a huge picture to have just one little bit
highlighted," said Philipps.

The artist, whose portrait of princes William and Harry hangs in the
National Portrait Gallery, had three hour-long sittings with the Queen in GuardianWitness
the Chinese drawing room at Buckingham Palace.

"She was very calm... and knows exactly what she's supposed to do -
she's very good at manoeuvring herself back into position."

Painting the Queen had long been an ambition, Philipps said. "It was a
very high-pressure job but it was good fun. It is a big deal and you feel
pressure to get it right. | don't want to be unkind, | don't want to

over-flatter, | just want to get it right."” they would be a few more mist
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More than 130 artists have painted the monarch and it can be a thankless ——

task. Earlier this month Dan Llywelyn Hall had his portrait unveiled at the
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A similar backlash is not expected against Philipps' portrait, but she said
she would still love people to come and see it before casting their verdict.
For now that is only possible by visiting the Fine Art Commissions gallery
in central London where it will hang in a show of Philipps' work from 5-28 .
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The painting is being gifted to the royal collection, so where it hangs after
that remains to be seen.
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